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have recognized social forces, and certainly never
defined their nature.

The staticp-kinfitiic or^Spencerian school does not
think the time has come to attempt to indicate what
the effect of social science is likely to be. It treats
it simply as a branch of any one's education, as
explaining the facts, phenomena, and laws of a cer-
tain field of knowledge, and trusts to the natural
influence that all knowledge necessarily has in sober-
ing opinion "and modifying action. In a word, ft
regards so^Mogj^j^j^jguxe jcience, and deprecates
all attempts to apply its principles. At least it im-
pliedly denies the ability of sociologists, either as
teachers or writers, to point out its applications
either to- students or readers, and would leave this
wholly to practical men, whether in the business
world or in politics.

The,^dynamic school, on the contrary, clearly per-
ceiving the chaotic condition of both the industrial
and the political world, and recognizing that most of
the evils of society result from a lack of scientific
knowledge on the part of the so-called practical men,
claims the right and feels the obligation to accom-
pany the statement of facts and the definition of
laws and principles with an indication of their sig-
nificance and their necessary bearing upon social
affairs and movements. It is only occasionally pos-
sible to apply sociological principles to the current
problems of the day. These are usually only special
cases of some large class that comes under some